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8 1 | Moſt Ingenious , Learned and Accompliſh'd 


PHYSICIAN, 


The Ornament of hig Profeſlion, 
The Glory of his Country, 


V. Promoter and Patron of the moſt Liberal 


ARTS and SCIENCES; 
The can. 


Is moſt humbly Inſcrib'd, by 
His moſt Oblig d. and 
moſt devored Servant > 


R. E. M. D. 


Si taveant hiſce meis RoBERT US GRA Ius, 
FJonaNNEs ARBUTEN OT us Scoti illi AL 


| 1 fy j atque HECQUE us ille Pariſienſis opifer, 


iorum Judicia non Morabor: BELLINI Us enim 
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Dr. JounN ARBUTHNOT. 
SIR, 
VERY Work that 1s new 
and juſt, and tends to 
the advancement ofany 
one branch of Surgery, is an 
unspeakable honour and glory 
to its author : it deſerves the 


especial approbation of his bro- 
ther artiſts, and richly merits 
the thanks 'of those, that are 
Te- 


5 
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relieved from Pain by its opera- 
tions; and ſmce every morta 
frame i is ſubject to accidents, it 
juſtly demands the praise and 
encouragement of all mankind, 
Now certainly, if the ad- 
vancement of any one branch 
of the art deserves thus much, 
it will be a nice province, and 
of no little difficulty, to pro- 
portion juſtly, the degree of 
praise due to the new method & | 
cutting for the ſtone, by which 1 
we are > taught, and pointed out 
ton much more eaſie and ſafe 
way of relieving the afflicted 
{ons of men, from one of the 
molt painful, one of the molt | 
torturing and dreadful diseases | 
that can ever affect a humane | 


. 


As | 
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As I was lately running over 


I the advertisements, I found Mr. 
2 Cheſelden had juſt publiſhed a 
7 treatise on the high operation 
for the ſtone, when the above 


conſideration, join d to my 
knowledge of that gentleman's 


character and great t fuctess in 
the practice of the art, on which 
his book was ſaid to treat, rais d 
my curioſity to a great height, 


and promiſing my ſelf, that 1 


ſhould be ſurpriz:d a+ ſome- 


thing new and uncommon, I 


ſent "ba it out of hand, and 
1] waited with ſome impatience 


till it came. 
Thad no ſooner perus'd a few 


pages in the body of the book, 


before I wasindeed ſurpriz'd, but 


in a very different manner from 


B 2 What 


what * at fi el Truly 
tir, where I had plac d an ima- 


ginary pleasure, I muſt W n 


I met with real pain, to find, 
that a person who had juſtly ob. 

tain'd ſo good a character as a 
practitioner, ſhould deserve ſo 
very different a reputation, as 
an author; and that a profeſſor 
of one of the moſt liberal arts, 
ſhould turn it to the moſt illi 
beral use. 
T find, fir, and am ſorry to f 
find, that Mr. Cheſelden's per- 
formance is extraordinary in 
nothing, but what is likely to 
prove as much to the disadvan- 
tage of his character, as I had 
thought it would redound to his 
fame. 


— 


* Nam cum ſeribere artem Inftituunt, videntur dicere ſe exco- 
gitaſſe. quod alios docerent : cum vero ſcribunt, oſtendunt nobis, 
quid a4) Excogitarint. Auctor ad Heren. lib. IV. c. 3. G 4. 
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fame. It is by no means a new 
work, no, under the ſpecious 
appearance of being ſo, it is a 
direct eſſay to detract froma 
3 new one; it looks at beſt, like 
a poor and ill deſign'd endea- 
vour of one artful and crafty 
man, to pass for what he is not, 
and to hinder another ingenious 
person from paſſing for what 
he really is, the firſt and chief 
author, and discoverer, as well 
as practitioner, of this new me- 


thod in England. 


1 Mr. John Douglas, Surg geon, 
about four Months ago, oblig d 
the world with a treatise on this 
ſubject, which he has form'd in 

the ie g method. He in- 
forms his Readers of the vari- 

ous 
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ous methods of cutting for the 
ſtone, and in ſpeaking of each 
of them, he ſuccinctly, but clear- 
ly, ſhows the inconveniencies of 
each method, the parts concern- 
ed 1n the operation, names the 
inſtruments that are us'd, and 
relates the manner how each 
operation 1s to be perform'd ; : 
he then comes to his own new 
method, the principles of which, 
he ſays, were firſt laid down by 
the moſt ſagacious of all Sur- 
geons, Roſſetus; he next places 
before our Eyes, the motives 
which encourag'd him to at- 
tempt this new way; enumerates 
the parts concern'd in this ope- _ 
ration, deſcribes the inſtru- 
ments neceſſary for it, tells us 
the number and office of afli- 
ſtants, 


by 


The LITT. 


ſtants, the ſcituation of the 
patient, and the manner how 
to perform it: he afterwards 


2 ſhows the method of cutting fe- 


males, and then gives us the 
hiſtory of his ſucceſſes; to this 
work he ſubjoins, as an appendix, 


what the ſaid famous Roſſetus 


has written in his book De Partu 


Cæſareo, on that head, and a 
copy of a curious latin Theſis 


ſent him from Paris, the queſti- 
on of which, is thus ſtated, 
« An, ad extrahendum calcu- 
lum, diſſecanda ad pubem ve- 
« fica? ” This is the method 


us'd in Mr. Douglas's Treatiſe, 
entitled, Lithotomia Douglaſ- 
| ſana, £5 | 


About four Months after the 


publication of this tract, there 


appears 


e LEtTTYr®k 
appears another book, concern- |} 
ing the high operation for the | ! 
ſtone : This book begins like- | 
wise with an account of the new 
method of cutting, in the follow- 
ing manner. The author de- 
ſcribes the parts concern'd inthe 
operation, the ſcituation of the 
patient, the office of the aſſiſt- 
ants, the ſeveral kinds of inſtru- 
ments, and the manner how to 
perform it, together with the 
hiſtory of his own cures in that 
way ; he afterwards tranſlates 
Mr. Douglas s appendix from 
Roſſetus, and the above menti- 
on'd theſis into Engliſh, and 
this, forsooth, is entitled, A 
Treatise on the High Operati- 
on for the Stone, by William 
Cheſelden : 


——— ———— — —— — 
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Cheſelden Surgeon to St. Tho- 
mas's Hoſpital, Southwark. * 

Thus this latter work is ſo 

entirel y methodiz d, transcrib'd, 
or tranſlated, "Heh the Dune 
that there 1s not any thing want- 
ing to ſhow them both to be, in 
effect, one and the ſame book, 
but explaining and clearing up 
the ſense of the title pages of 
each. You are therefore delired 
| to underſtand, fir, that * Litho- 
| © tomia Dovglaſliana, or a new 
method * cutting for the 
ſtone, firſt practis 4 by John 
| © Douglas, Surgeon, ſignifies in 
| plain Engliſh, Paccording to the 
art of mods tranſlation, « A 


C Tres! 


. 
2 


* Qui aliorum ſcripta furantes, pro ſuis præ- 
dicant ſunt vituperandi. 
. de Arch. lib, * Pref, 
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« Treatise on the High Opera- 
« tion for the ſtone, by William 
Cheſelden, Surgeon to St. 
Thomas's H oſpital, South- 
« wark, F. R. 8. * For the 
parts lr ſtrib d to be concern'd 
in the operation, are the ſame 
in each work; the number and 
office of bans agree in each, 
in each the ton of the pa- 
tient is exactly alike; and the 
two authors differ not at allin > 
ſcribing the manner how to 
form that operation; they diger 


in nothing but this one point, 


that Mr. Douglas discovers to 
us the reasons which mov'd him | 
to attempt this new way, and | 
Mr. Cheſclden 1 IS = 'd to con- | 


ceal 


— * _—— 


— 


2 O ſagacem induſtrij viri genium ! 
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ceal them from us, for other 


reasons, no doubt, beſt known 


to himself. 
Mr. Douglas lays down 


five ſtrong motives, which en- 
courag d hn to attempt this 


way, and attempting it with 
ſucceſs three times, in the firſt 
four tryals which he made, he 


then communicated it to the 


publick, and among others, ro 


this Mr. Cheſelden, "Surgeon of 


St. Thomas's Hoſpital, N who, 
lays the good-natur'd author ) 
has always the good of man- 


 * kind more at heart, than any 


little view of his own. 

Now, Mr. Cheſelden men- 
tions not the motives that in- 
duc'd him firſt to attempt this 


ſame way, because, belike, if he 


"6 2 had 
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ts The LETTER. 4 
had, he muſt neceſſarily have 1 
own'd the previous ſuccess of 
Mr. Douglas ; and the reasons 
alledg'd by him, to have been 
abſolutely his firſt real motives, 
and that would have {poil'd the : 
formal address in the front of | 
his book, where, in the perfect | 
form of a true dedicator, he's 
pleas'd to tell Dr. Mead, that 
his ſuccess in those operations, 
* were owing to the encourage- 
ment that great Phyſician gave | 
him, both by his presence, and | 
« favourable opinion of the un- 
dertaking. In this part hither- | 
to, they only differ, in all the | 
reſt they are ſo much the ſame, | 
that if Mr. Cheſelden be not a 
meer eccho of Mr. Douglas's 


words, he's Cer ertainl ly a repeater 
; of | 
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of his Sentiments, without ny 


addition. 


TI ſhall therefore, fir beg leave 


+ | r to collate Mr. Cheſel- 


den with Mr. Douglas, and un- 


leſs ſaying the very ſame thing 
over again, in other words, with- 


out any ſubſtantial, or ma- 


terial alteration, is ke to be 


calFd compoling, than transcri- 


bing, 
' properly ſaid to have done any 
more, 
= Douglas s method, and to have 
| tranſlated another man's work 
to his own use. He has in this 
latter tract, not ſo much as 
ſhew d us one ſingle foot- ſtep of 

an amendment, or correction, 
that can be made in the former 


Mr. Cheſelden cannot be 


than transcrib'd Mr. 


X Vid, Appendix, 
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unleſs it be this, (and that I own 


may be a material one, in the 
present case) that Mr. Douglas, 
in the next edition of his book, 

ought in juſtice to the world, 
r | Fac to himself, to ex- 


punge the character which he | 


has publiſh' d of Mr. Cheſelden, 


viz. That he has always had 1 
the good of mankind more at 


* heart, than any little private 
view of his own: * For, if Mr. 


friend, how could he juſtify it 
to be "Wh the good of ate i 


ſhillings for his book, when they 
had both purchas'd and read all 


the contents thereof, before, in 
the Lithotomia Douglaſſiana | 
for | 


Douglas would ſtill remain ha 


that Mr. lden ſhould draw 
in ſo many people to pay five 


Ak ac. _ : 1 i a 
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for half the money. * And ſeems 
it not rather tobe done for ſome 
little private view of his own 2 
for my part, I think, that if Mr. 
Douglas can defend him in this 
point, Mr. Cheſelden has not 


1 offended, but if he cannot de- 


fend him, it will be an offence 
to mankind to name him again 
|] with fo improper a character 
in any future edition. 
HNere I mult take leave to re- 
mark, that, by way of repaying 


Mr. Douglas ſtill more gene- 


rouſly for the good character 


| which he has given of him; 
| Mr. Cheſelden tells the reader 
in his Preface, That Mr. Dou- 
| glas's method is nearly the ſame 
| _ with 


a % „ o _ - b % — 
— 1 __ * . —_— -— es 8 5 PF: = og 


* Nam quod emas, poſſis dicere jure tuum. | 
: | Martial. 
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with Roſſetus's, which he has 
tranſlated, and then bids him 
look into the Lithotomia, after 
he has inſinuated, that it will 
not be worth his while ſo to do, 
and by this means, artfully en- 
deavours to keep the reader 


from discovering, that he tran- 
ſcribꝰ'd his own method from the 
Lithotonua. 


Pray does not Mr. Douglas tell 
us himself, that he derives his 
principles from his favourite 
author, Roſſetus, even more 
fully than Mr. Cheſelden tells 


us, with this difference only, 


that Mr. Douglas does it out of. 
a ſpirit of juſtice, Mr. Chefelden | 


with a ſeeming ſpirit of detra- 
ction? 


> 
* — 
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But Mr. Cheſelden carries 
ſtill farther, this ſpirit of detra- 


Ction, and while he thus, with a 


ly, unbecoming artifice, endea - 
vours to cloak his own real 
thefts from Mr. John Douglas, 
he craftily mentions, how the 
theory had been commended to 


the Royal Society by Dr. James 


Douglas long before, and ſpeaks 
well of the Phyſician, whom it 


s not his buſineſs to vie with, in 


order to leflen the Surgeon, 


whom, it ſeems, hewas to eclipse 


and out- vie in . 


Ihe practice upon the theory 


is then represented raſh, and 
what no man, but Mr. John 
| Douglas, would venture his re- 
. | putation upon; as if Mr. John 


Do had had none to lose, 
D and 


18 The EE TIER. 
anddesery'd togain none. Butas 


ſoon as Mr. Cheſelden followd 


the ſame practice, it truly then 


firſt became praise worthy. Mr. 
John Douglas his beginning the 
practice, is made to appear in- 
ſignificant, because his brother 
the Phy ſician, had commended 
the theory: But Mr. Cheſel- 
den's operations are of the firſt 
ſignificance, because he learn d 


from him, both the theory and 


practice. 
It would have erm no ſhame, . 


after all, to the Surgeon of 80. 


Thomas s Hoſpital, to have 
ſpoken out the whole undis- 


guis d truth at ONCe,. and: then 


his preface might have been 
ſhorter, more pithy, and much 


men to the i and might 


have 
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— run in the following 


4 Mr. 1 ( he ſhould 
« 4 ſaid) took the firſt prin- 
ciples of his new method from 
Raſſetus, and I, from Mr. 
Douglas, with this difference, 
| * thatRoſſetusingenuoully owns, 
Io he never practis d it upon li- 
Li! Ving bodies, and Mr. Douglas 
* was che firſt person l ever knew, 
Lk did fo, and that led me 
: the way to the practice, as well 
a8 the theory. This Gentle- 
man having ſucceeded three 
0 times in the firſt four operati- 
ons, before I, or any of my 
* brethren knew, or would be- 
lieve any thing of the matter, 
was N perſuaded, that it 


would 
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f would prove much more ſuc: 
© cessful: than the common me- 


* thod: Therefore he thought 


che could not oblige the pub- 
lick more, than by communi- 
cating it to the Surgeons of 
the Hospitals, where they had 
ſuch frequent oportunities of 
practiſing it. 
Accordin gly, he acquainted 
them, that he would come and 
cut publickl y in either, or both 
Hospitals, whenever they plea- 
* ſed. But inſtead of accepting 
© this offer, as he expected, they 
*all rejected it with ſcorn, as 


* derogatory to the character of 


the Cutters, except my ſelf, 


* who encourag'd him (as he's 


« pleas' d to own, in a manner 
much 1 more to my reputation 


than 
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than I can pretend to deserve) 


* and have ſince follow d his me- 


thod of practice with very good 
* ſuccess. I am likewise as muck 


. * indebted to him for being my 


* predeceſſor in writing, as in 
acting: for I have here de- 


L , ſcrib'd the operation much 


after his manner, having ſu- 
peradded nothing new of my 
* own, that could moke this trea- 
* tisze more useful than his, un- 


less it conſiſts in relating the 
| * hiſtory of my ſuccess with 


each ofthe nine patients, whom 
J have cut this way, and in 
tranſlating his latin Appendix, 
and ſome other authors whom 


dhe quotes, for the benefit of 
blen learned operators, whose 


mis- | 
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0 tand the 'origina 
„Mr. Douglas, I. 


Als. 


© manner to ad 


ertise this on 
f mine in his own ; w 


* of May, 1722 ; and 11x more 
before the beginning of Auguſt 
„following, all which operati- 
ons (ſays he, according to his 
uſual good nature in beſtowing 


applauses upon me) facoxedet) 
tO the entire fatisfaction of ſe⸗ 


40 veral f the m molt 
c Phyſicians and Surge 18 

*town, and every one ofthe pa: 
cc tients FecaVver d. 


1 tune 1t is, nat to o under 
0 Has been 0 very 3 Pry 2 b 


ſays, that I out two Patients 
« after this manner, on the third 
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„ thou'd, 
continues the ſame good- na- 
8 tur d Mr. Douglas, been more 
1 —— « particular | 


« enticular; in the: hiſtory of 
these cases, (which ler th rea- 
dor nate hythe bye; would have 
« depriv'd; Mr. Cheſelden from 
5 . oß putting out any 
book:onithat ſubject,) © did: 
not Mr: Cheſelden deſign ſoon: 
« to publiſh an accountof them, 
tic Trefer the inquifit tive 


IT bis would have beenia mo- 


the matter now ſtands, while 
he wouldiperſwade us, that Mr. 


Douglas s new method is an old 


one, what can he ſay, to prove 
| 


* Vide ne facias Impadenter, qi t tuo no- 
mine velisC ex aliorum Laboribus Libare Laudem. 
L Auc lor ad Herenn, bb, 4.4. 3, 44 


a juſt and full preface to 
zhefelden's: work, * but as 
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24 The LETTER. 
his. own Book ſo much a novel= Þ 
ty ashe would have it taken for? 


Has it any other pretenſion to 
the title of a new performance, 


but that it is more newly pub- 
liſn'd, and came out about four 


months after Mr. Doug glas Pub- 
lifk'd his? 
Mr. Paul is LETT, by the 


ſame author, in the ſame place, 
with as great applauſe as Mr. 


Cheſelden, for having cut two 
in St. Thomas' s Hoſpital, both 
of whom recover d perfectly, 
tho' one of 'em was taken with 


the ſmall Pox, eight Days alter 


the 0 peration. 


Now, why has not 2s Paul 

a juſt fundation; for following 
— noble example of Mr. Che- 
= wo ſelden? F 


—— — — +, 
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ſelden? He then may tranſlate 
Roſſetus again, and make it 
clearer to us in Engliſh, for Mr: 
Cheſelden owns it Obscure and 
uncouth in many paſlages, as 
he really well may, the Engliſh 
now wanting, in ſome parts, e- 
very jot as much a tranſlation, 
as the Latin did before; and if 
fo, it's only tranſcr ibing the 
method, by placing Rolletus 
| firſt, then his own method of 
| operation, in other words, toge 

ther with the Hiſtory of his 
experimentsand Welte which 
I muſt remark by the way, in- 
| crease every day, and would 
probably ſwell the bulk of ſuch 
| a performance, and ſo we may 
| be furniſhd with another new 
treatise, and ſo on, in infinitum, 


E a 
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till we had as many Hides 
verers as there were Practi- 
ſers, and as many authors, as 
there were cutters. * 5 
Mlethinks Men ought to be 
deterr'd from this, not only un- 
lawful, but ridiculous way of 
practice, upon the conſiderati- 
on, that they rather injure them- 
"I ves than others. 
How handsome a figure dots 
Mr. Cheſelden ke in Mr. 
Douglas's Book, and what a 
wietched appearance in his 
own ? 
In Mr. Douglas's, he ap- 
pears to be an Goriontable per- 
fon, © that has no private view, 
bh but makes the good of man- 
| ind 
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* kind his chief aim, his main 


profit to himself, would Meng ſh 


the character of another at any 
rate, whohad deserv'd well from 
the ward 


In Mr. Douglas's, he appears 


What he really is, an expert 


artiſt; in his own, he ſeems to 


be, not an expert artiſt, ſo much, 
ds a man of art and craft, who, 
by endeavouring to be more 


than he is, makes himſelf really 
Tels. For while we reflect with 


indignation, that he falſly aims 


at being. eſteemed the author of 
another man's treatise, weforget 
that he is, what he 1 cally] IS, 


| his equal in practice; and thus, 


<3 1 


= rospedt ; * In his own, he 
ſeems to he a Man, that, to 
make a mean and despicable 
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by pretending to arrogate the 
honour of being the head, he 
loses the title which he other- 
wise might have juſtly claim'd, 
of being a worthy coadjutor. 

I don't ſay this, fir, fo much 
to do Juſtice to the ſingle per- 
ſon of Mr. John Douglas, (for 
I muſt own, even to you, that 
till this time, Thad a ſtrong g pre- 
judice ag gainſt him) as I = it 
with regard to the juſtice that 
is due to all mankind ; because 
I am fully ſenſible, that if these 
indirect practices were to be 
continu'd, it mult infallibly dis- 
courage others from making 
any noble discoveries of the 
like nature. 
Nc, Foetries 2 are of all 
things the moſt useful in the 
healing 
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healing art, and what, above 
all, deserve our encouragement 
and eſteem. 


perault, in his descriptions 
of the illuſtrious men of F rance, 
makes this very juſt and accu- 
rate observation: © Secrets, ſays 
| * he, may be kept in F amilics, 
" i when they only tend to a ſim- 
| *ple curioſity, but when they 
| * are of use for the preservation 
| © of life, methinks they ought, 
aas much as poſſible, to be put 
into the hands of all the world, 
even tho” it could not be done 
| < without ſuffering ſome pre- 
judice. 5 
FSydenham ſpeaking of agues, 
makes likcwise this remark, 
which 1s as Juſt in diseases of 
every 
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every kind. If any man knows 

© how to ſtop the carrecer of 
© agues, either by a method, or 
a ſpecifick, he is certainly oblig'd 
* to discover a thing ſo benefi- 
* cial tomankiad ; but if he re- 
fuse to do it, he 1 is neither a 

good citizen, nor a — 
man, for it does not become 
a good citizen to reserve to 
8 himself that which may be ad- 
vantageous to his fel — 
= neither is it the part of 
<a prudent man, to deprive 
n melt of that bleſſing hh | 
be may reasonably expect. from 
heaven, ifhe makes at his bu- 
ſiness to promote the od f 
— the m_ 
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e Truly, vertue and wisdom 
E e are more valu'd by g good men, 
c chan either riches or honours. 
I There is (ſays Dr. Oliver)a a 
regard to be had to men afflict- 
© ed with any diseases, and they 
| © ſhould be treated w ith all the 
3 respect, tenderness, and civility 
| <in the world; there is a pity 
aand concern required from us, 
for the miseries and misfor- 
tunes of men, and we ought 
to be very ready to afliſt them 
bon all occaſions, and to be then 
| © moſt glad, when we are moſt 
| *erviceable. mo 
| Theſe are, I muſt own, in- 
genious reflections : but me- 
thinks, J may add on the other 
| Hand, that the publick ought 
| to give ſuch artilts, all the 7 pay. 

t 
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fit and honour that are due to 
ſuch discoveries, for fear they 
ſhould be otherwise tempted, as 
too many have been, to conceal 
them: conscious to themſelves 


of how much value ſome ſecrets 


have been while they remain d 


ſecrets, and of how little value 


they have prov'd to their au- 


thors, the moment after they 
have been reveald. 


As Mr. Douglas w was D's" 
ly well appriz'd of this way of 
the world, I cannot help re- 
marking upon ſome beautiful 


circumſtances in his behaviour 


on this occaſion. 


He ſeems, as it were, to have 
foro d his aſliſtance upon us 8 


gainſt our wills, and if I may 
TI * 


4 


2 
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use the expreſſion, to have ſav 'd 


us from our ſelves. 
Even dead authors, whose 


ſentiments were of the greateſt 


weight, ſeem' d to have conspi- 
red with the living practitioners, 


who bore the higheſt renown in 
| the art of Surgery, to explode 
and baniſh this operation from 


the world, and effectually to de- 


g prive b nature of the nu- 


merous benefits ariſing from it, 


till this young gentleman ven- 
tur'd ſingly to combat for truth, 


{ againſt general prejudice, and 
| contemning all calumnies, con- 


quer'd, in the end, all oppoli- | 
tion; forc'd it again into re- 
queſt, and from his own ſingle 
and private practice, brought 1 It 


| to be publick and universal. 
F Not- 
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N otwichſtanding | what de 
Franco ſays, that though him- 
ſelf f ucceeded, no other Surgeon 
ought ever after to attempt it. 
Notwithſtanding after him, 
the famous Hildan diſſuades e- 
very honeſt and induſtrious 
Surgeon from ſo perillous an 
undertaking. 
Notwithſtanding Fienus « 
ſerts de Franco's way to be ut- 
terly impracticable, because, 
wounds in the bladder are mor- 
tal, and can't be consolidated, 
and therefore brands it with the 
name of a raſh undertaking, 
which he thought not worth his 


 whule to ſpeak of more at large, | 


because every body had aban- 


don'd and renounc'd the pra- 
cice of 1 it. 


| Not- 
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f | Notwithſtanding Thevenin, 
in his treatise of operations de- 
| clares, that de Franco's way is 
no more in use, because the in- 


ciſion being made in the fund 
and body of the bladder, causes 


great accidents. 
Notwithſtanding the learned 
Drelincourt had told us, that 
the Franconian operation died 
as ſoon as it was invented, be- 
cause, when the fund of the 
. bladder was perforated, the u- 
rine flow'd into the cavity of 
the belly, and caused u 
Notwithſtanding all these au- 
| thorities, which were enough to 
deter a genius that was not fully 


and unconquerably bent on 


great and extraordinary disco- 


veries, from looking any fur- 


F 2 ther. 
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ther. This curious and enter- 
priſing artiſt, was bravely re- 
ſolv'd to carry ſo useful an en- 
quiry to as great a height, as 
ever his own g genius, ſtudy, in- 
formation, or experiment, could 
poſlibly lead him. 
Accordingly, inthenumerous 
enquiries which he made, he 
found as great authoritiesamong 
the dead writers, and likewise 
living witneſſes of his own ac- 
quaintance, particularly Mr. 
Amyand, his Majeſty's Surgeon, 
proving, that wounds in the 
bladder were not mortal, as 
Fienus has ſaid above, nor that 
they were even very dangerous, | 
as Hildan, Drelincourt, and de 
Franco himself aſſerted ; nay, 
that they were not even fo dan- | 
3 gerous, 


gerous * Bable t to MES! 
(tho Thevenin has been pleas'd 
to ſay ſo) viz. occalioning im- 
potencies, incontinency of urine, 
| Gre. as the way of cutting in the 
common operation, but had 
been often cured with the great- 
| elt ſuccess, and without the leaſt 
ill consequences, and as these 
later authorities were grounded 
upon experience, whereas the 
= former were moſt of them ima- 
| ginary, and caus'd by the very 
| want of experience, he was juſt- 
| ly animated by the latter, more 
than he was discourag'd by the 
former. 

Again, he very rationally ar- 
gues with himself, that moſt of 
the wounds in the bladder, fo 

cur'd, as above-mention'd, were 
uncouth 
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uncouth and irregular wounds, 
and consequently the harder to 
cure, being made by improper 


inſtruments, as ſwords, bullets, 
and the horns of Wild beaſts, 
the random work of chance, and 
he juſtly concludes, a fortiori, 2 
that artificial wounds made in 
the moſt proper place, with 
proper inſtruments, and all ne- 
ceſſary precautions, would fuc- 
© ceed with much less trouble, 
and much more certainty. * 
When he had thus boldly, 
but juſtly, reason'd with him- 
ſelf, he, with no less juſtice and 
caution, proceeds 1 in his manner 
of acting, than he had done be- 
fore in bs: method of thinking, 
As he would not reft conten- 


ted with bare authorities, un- 
| * 
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” 
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ſupported by ex perience, to 


ground his opinion in ſpecula- 
tion; ſo neither would he re- 
main ſatisfy d with both the au- 


| thority and experience of other 


persons joind together, as ſuffi- 


cient motives for him to un- 


dertake the practice, till he had 


confirm'd both by frequent ex- 
periments of his own, wisely 


and innocently 20 'd _ dead 


| bod: ies. 


After he had with a vaſt deal 
of trouble and pains, try'd ex- 
| periment after experiment, up- 
on numbers of dead bodies, to 
make himself dextrous and ex- 
pert, in his then intended pra- 


Ctice; after he had even had 


_ the courage to try upon two lt 
wall ving 


_ — — EF — — — P — —_— 2 — 
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ving g persons, he then came and 
presented them before a very 
publick Company, when one of 
the Cutters viewing the cicatri- 
ces of the wounds, was pleas d 
immediately, without more a- 
do, to aſſert, that they appear d 
to him to have been made with 
cauſticks. This, muſt certainly 
have been a very great ſhock 
to modeſty, provided that mo- 
deſty had not been accompany d 
with equal courage; but as 
one vertue ſupported- the other, 
he got the better of this ob 
jection, which, he had no ſoon- 
er done, but a freſh one was 

rais'd againſt him. 
The next cry was, that tho 
boys could becur'd this way, yet 
men could receive no advantage 
- from 
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from his projected method; and 


this argument, it ſeems, was ſo 
dextrouſly manag'd againſt him, 
that it loſt him a very good 
patient, and the gentleman his 
lite. ;-- 

Neither were objections only 
rais d againſt him in discourse, 
and by carrying about fly ing re- 
ports from place to place, to 
his disad vantage, * but pam- 
phlets upon pam aphlets, are pub- 
liſh'd againſt him, to injure his 
character and wound his fame; 
to ridicule his abilities, to mis- 
en him as no better than 


G _ 


* A Pamphlet entitled, nee on. 
a late Treatiſe, entitled, Lithotomia Douglaſſi 
ana; and another Pamphlet entitled, 

The Second Edition of the Scotch Doctor, to 
which is added, a wonderful relation of de Fran- 
co's Ghoſt; both printed — Robetts i in War- 

wick. Lane. 
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a meer Empirick, and a vain 
boaſter, and to expose his pre- 
tenſions as chimerical and im- 
poſſible, grounded upon no more 
than an ipse dixit, to juggle 
men out of their lives and mo- 
ney too. A harſh and dread- 
ful charge this! and the pam- 
phleteer himself, (tho a very 
{currilous one) ſeem d ſo ſenſi- 
ble of the heaviness of the 
charge, that he ſays, if at 
* any time the contrary is made 
appear, I ſhall be ready to 
*acknowledge the injuſtice of 
my own, and others censures, 
ina publick recantation in print, 
as J here charge them: This 
was a fair promise of the pam- 
phleteer, after ſo foul a Charge, 
but remains yet e Ta 

225 = 
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for is contrary has long ſince 
been made appear, but the pub- 


lick recantation has not yet 


appear d. 
- These ſtrugg gles pa did 


I bs no means discourage him 
from going on with an attempt, 


- which he knew would prove for 


the general good of mankind ; 


| he next address'd the Surgeons 
| ofthe Hoſpitals, and all of them 
too, exccpt Mr. Cheſelden, reje- 
ed his proposals. Mr. Che- 
ſelden, to his honour be it ſpo- 
ken, examin'd into the Truth, 
| and. approv'd the method, or 
otherwise, in all probability, 
men afflicted with that terrible 
diſtemper had remain'd to this 
day, without the benefit of this 


alliſtance And now, at laſt, 
LL. 2 fob 
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ſince this practice 18 universally 
allow'd and come in vogue, 

now, that the whole Society of 
Surgeons have unanimouſly ad- 
mitted Mr. Douglas, as one of 
their honorary Members, upon 
that very account; Why now, 
truly, Mr. Cheſelden himselfen- 

dea vours, as far as in him hes, 
to rob him of his fame, as he 
has been already too frequently 
robb'd of his patients. Mr. Che- 
ſelden would —— to himself 

the chief merits of these 2 - 
mances, tho' he can but 
tend to the ſecond honours as : 
the day. and ought, inſtead of 
presuming tobe che leading g man 
in that wav, to be contented with 

what is a ſufficient honour to 


him, the hav1 ng been the firſt 


** over, 


Tbe TY nk 8 
0 
| approver, and introducer, of the 
person who projected this, for 
the good of mankind. 
Me find that this was the 
invention of former days, but 
no body had the courage toper- 
form it. Roſletus frequently la- 
mented his want of opportuni- 
ty of trying it; de Franco did 
try it, and tho he even ſucceeded, 
wanted courage to recommend 
the practice of it to others. 
Hence every man declin'd the o- 
peration: Mr. Douglas effectual- 
ly read the theory, and was (not- 
withſtanding what Mr. Cheſel- 
den ſo craftily inſinuates to the 
contrary) the firſt bold ad ven- 
turer, but not bolder than he 


was wise; for after trying it on 


dead bodies, he has turn'd it 
To” wit 


with great fu ocess to hs ad van- 
tage of the living, and had he 
| liv'd in any other age, he would 
not probably have met with ſo 
many discouragements But that, 
inſtead of wounding his chara- 
cter, redounds as Ach to his 
fame, as what he has done, does 
to the benefit of mankind. 

Ho different were the cen- 
ſures of former ages from these 
of ours; Marcus Aurelius Se- 
verinus, in his excellent piece, de 
Medicina Efficaci, tells us of a 

wound of the . where 
the inteſtine forc'd itfelf out, 
and being ſo inflated, could by 
no means be reitored to its pro- 
per place; it eluded the force of 
medicines, the ſtrength of the 


, as it did all their cunning 
clk. In- 
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Inventions; it was dangerous 
| todilate the wound, for the pa- 
| tient wanted Strength to under- 
go ſo ſevere an operation. A- 


mong all these difficulties, Mon- 


ſieur Pigray, an able Surgeon, 
bethought himself of pricking 
it gently with the point of a fine 
| needle, which made the patient 
by the force of nature, in an in- 


ſtant to draw it in, ood when it 


retir'd, he immediately ſtitch'd 
up the wound, and ſoon com- 
pleated a cure. 

This action induces him to 


make an ingenious and ingenu- 
nuous reflection, that Pigray de- 


ſervesto beeverlaſtingly record- 
ed for that ſingle action, if he 
hadneverdonea any thing memo- 
rable beſides, 1 in the healing art: 

and 


a 


2 
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and here I mult put this queſti: 


on a fortiori, how would this 
great man, if he had liv'd in 
our days been laviſh of his eu- 
logies, in favour of a person, 
whom we are not aſham'd to 
flight and despise? 

The author, whom! laſt men- 
tion'd, was a miracle of wit, and 
wisdom, who had collected the 
beſt ſentiments of all who livd 
and writ before him; and as the 
famous Bartholine ſays, he was 
aſtoniſh'd at the profoundness 
of his works: his Book, de ab- 
ſcondita absceſſuum natura, is a 
laſting monument of his great- | 
neſs, and he, well worthy of the 
imitation of the brighteſt Spi- 
rits this age has produc d. 
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Now Sir, if the Phyſicians 
and Surgeons of our times, 
would ſhow the ſame forward- 


neſs, and the ſame ardour, in 
encouraging merit, as Severinus 
has done; we might. perhaps, 


once more ſee the day, when all 
the discoveries of antiquity 


would break out afreſh, into 
their former luſtre, and be hap- 


pily practis'd by modern hands, 


to the unspeakable benefit of 
| mankind. * 


And indeed, Boerhave, who 


18 one of the moſt celebrated 
_ profeſſors of phyſick, that Eu- 


rope has produc'd ; who has 
read almoſt every thing that is 


worth reading in any language, 


has given Mr. Douglas a cha- 


H _=— 
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* Severaloperations of the antients, are loſt ; at leaſt, ſo uncer- 
tain, that ſome very lea ned men have thought they employ'd not 


their time amits, in en deavouring to determine what they were, 


and to recover their use. | | Serj. Bernard. 
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racter, that makes amends for 
all the other ſlights put together, 
which he either has, or ſhall 
meet with, when he ſays, I 
could wiſh I were a crown'd 
© head, if it were for no other 

* end, chan to have it in my pow- 


er to reward that bold Britton, 
c who firſt ventur'd to cut for 


the ſtone in the High way. 
This ſaying, is at the ſame 


time both an honour and ſhame 
to our nation: It is an honour 


to the Iſland to have produc'd 
ſuch merit, but a ſhame to us, 
that we afterwards, either op- 
preſs d or neglected it; and that 


one of the learned'ſt foreigners 


now living, ſhould be the only 


man to witness to ſuch worth, 
in a genius of Brittain, of winch 


our own natives are ak en- 


tirel y 


The Lr T ei: ot 

© tirely ſilent, or, what is (ill 
worse, ſpeak in the moit un- 

Kandoome terms. 
It is with this view only I 
ſpeak of Mr. Douglas, because 

his Intereſt in this, ſeems inter- 
woven withthat of many others. 
I know not how ſoon it might 
be my own fate, to be thus ſap- 

_ planted if a defi gn, which 1 
have had ſome 45 in view, 
ſhou'd be put in execution; an | 

from thence the acetic and 
advantages of a certain practice, 
ſhould be reviv'd and brought 

into use, which has lain aſleep 

for many ages: But really 1 
mult avow this truth, that if 

thoſe who have labour'd hard 
tor the publick good, be any 

longer thus discourag'd, I ſhall 
be tempted to ſhrink from the 
delign 
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deſign, and even, if I had rea. 
ſon to think no person after 
would be ſo happy to revive it, 


let it, for my part, lie for ever 
bed! in obliv ion. 


Hence, Mr. Cheſelden can t 
find Fale, that he has met with 
this af reprimand, but 
would do well to own, that he 
feelsa due compunction of heart, 
after ſo full and plenary a con- 
viction, that he has done a 
thing, which gives ſo — 
ple, and may ** attended with 

many conscquences detrimental 


to the intereſt of his fellow 
cures. * an, 


'D1xm, 
Yours, Sc. 


* Siquidera mea opinione nihil in! iquiùe, nihil turpiùs, nihil. 
que txdtus, quam furtivis, inſtar Eiopicz Cornicuiz, aliorum 
tennis ſublimi ferire ſidera vertice. 
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7 H AE, in order to make 
good the charge againſt 
e Mr. CuESELDEN, col- 
1 his treatise, on the High 
Operation, with Mr. DoucLas's 
Lithotomia, or Method of Cut- 
ting for the Stone; and in juſtice 
to both, plac'd what has been 
ſaid by each, under their re- 
ſpective names; by which, with- 
out much trouble, it may ap- 
pear to others, as it has done 
plainly to me, that I had ſolid 
and ſufficient Reaſons toground 
every part of my charge * 
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Indice non ofus eff, noſtris nec vindice libris. 
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l thotomia Douglaſſiana: or a 
5 9 new method * Cutting for the 
3 Stone, firſt practised by John 
Douglas Surgeon, F. R. S. Illuſtrated 
with everal "Copper Plates. London, 
1723. 5 


CELSVUs's Method. 

Tr x method of operating used by the 
antient Grecians, Latins, and Arabians, 
was firſt describ'd by A. C. Celsus, whence 
it was call'd Celſica: 11 Apparatus 
Minor, and now cuning o on the gripe. vid. 


pag. 14. 
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Stat contra, dicitqus tibi, tua pagina fur es mart. 


Mr. CHESELDEN. 


N Treatise on the High Operation 
for the Stone, wich ſeventeen 


05 == 8 5 
Copper Plates. By William 


Cheſelden Surgeon to St. Thomas's Hoſ- 
pital in Southwark, and F. R. S. London, 


1723. 


CELSVs's Method. 

THz moſt ancient way of cutting for 
the ſtone, is that described by Aulus Cor- 
nelius Celsus, as it was practised by the 
Greeks and Romans, now called cutting 
upon the gripe, or with the leſſer Appara- 
Fs. ua * pag. 1 i. 


MAR- 
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Indice non opus eſt, noſtris nec vindice libris. 


Mr. Dou GLAS. 


MARIAN US's Method. 
This Method of operating was invented 


and practised by Jo. de Romanis, but was 
firſt publiſhed by his Disciple, Marianus 


Sanctus Barolitanus, whence it was called 
Mariana, afterwards Apparatus Major, (be- 
cause of the great number of Inſtruments 
used in making it) and now, Cutting on 
the Staffe. p 1 „* 


FRERE Jacaur's Method, 
Is very exactly describ d, and its incon- 


veniencies ſhewn, by that excellent Sur- 


geon, Monſieur Mery, as also by Monſieur 
Dionis, to whom J refer the inquiſitive 


reader. 


Dr. Rav's Method. 

I am informed, that Dr. Rau had veiy 
extraordinary ſuccess, and tho he cut up- 
on a staff, he made the wound very near 


the ſame place, as in cutting on the Gripe, 


2 
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MARIAN UsS's Method. 
IN the year 15 24. Marianus publiſhed 
an account of the way of cutting upon the 
ſtaff, or with the greater Apparatus, which 
his Maſter 3 de Romanis, of Cre- 
mona in Italy, invented and practised with 


good ſucceſs. p. ii 


FRERE TACQUE's Method. 
In the year 1697. Frere Jacques, as 
Dionis relates, an eccleſiaſtick in France, 
came to Paris to 3 his new invented 
way of cutting for the ſtone, which was 
by the direction of a ſtaff into the Bladder, 
near the Rectum, &c. p. ibid. 


Mr. RA u's Method. 

But the late Mr. Rau, profeſſor of ana- 
tomy at Leyden, perform'd it afterwards 
in Holland, cutting exactly between the 
entrance of the ureters, and with great ſuc- 

CESS, 


« APP END IX. 
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and ſo went directly into the Cavity of the 
Bladder, without touching the Urethra, 
as in the common way. 5 
I do not hear that he has publiſh d any 
account of it himself, and therefore refer 
the curious to the learned Profeſſors at Ley- 
den, who were Eye-Witneſſes of his dex- 
rerity and ſuccess, for a more particular 
description of it. b 31 


Ross ZT s's Scheme. 
My Friend, Dr. Horseman, brought 
me from Paris in November laſt, the ſe- 
cond Edition of Roſſetus de partu Cæsareo, 
printed in 1 5 90. In which I find the high 
operation proposed and described with 
great judgment, ſagacity, and exactness. 


He proposes three ways, of making this 
operation, in all which the bladder muſt 

be diſtended with forme liquot. p. 27. 

© F have a great while imagin d, that the 
Stone might ſafely be extracted * 
| EE EN 


** 


| <>] > 


ver did it 
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cess. In my opinion, this way of cutting 


exceeds the two former, and would be 
yet better, if the bladder was fill d with 
water before the operation. 


Ross Tus. 
Roſſet (vid. p. 37.) recommends the 
doing this operation in another way; he 
describes the parts lixe a good Anatomiſt, 
and judiciouſly ſhews what ſhould be done, 


and what avoided. Vet his beſt method 


of 2 in my opinion, is not alto- 
gether perfect. He exhorts Surgeons to 


make this Operation; Sine metu calum- 


© nix, "= & debeat, though he ne- 
himself upon _—_ Bodies, and 
for ſome time deferred even the publiſhing 


| bis thoughts about it, Per abdomen cy- 
ſtotomiam absolvi feliciter poſſe jamdu- 


dum 
Y : 


Indice on opus eſt, noſtris nec vmaice libris. 
1 Mr. Dou d LAS. 


the Hypogaſtrium, but the novelty of the 
operation, and the unbridled Tongues of 
malicious people, deter d me from it. p. 27. 


PIERRE DE ERAN COS Method. 
What Authors call the High Operation. 
1. e. cutting for the ſtone, on the lower 
part of the Belly, was firſt practised by 
Peter de Franco of Turriere, in Provence; 
of which he gives the following account, 
in his Treatise of Hernia's, publiſhed at 
.. vid. P. 24, 25. 5 
In page 26. Mr. Douglas ſpeaking of 
de Franco, ſays; Though he ſucceeded, 
we ought never to attempt it; For which 
he is nr reprehended by the moſt 
judicious Roſſetus, in theſe words, 
But I very much wonder why, after 
© his Success, he ſhould advise us not to 
attempt this method. Did that good 
© man envy mankind the happiness of his 
discovery, though accidental, and as it 
* were forc d upon him, or was he afraid 
2” 'T EO. 
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Stat contra, dicitque tibi, tua pagina, fur es., 


Mr. CHESELDEN: 


dum augurabar, ſed operis novitas & 


© thrasonum quorundam os infrene mihi 
« filentium imperabant, pref. p. v. 
PIERRE DE FRANCO; | 
Is the firſt Author that mentions &uts 


ting for the ſtone above the os pubis, he 


ſays his operation ſucceeded in an extraor- 
dinary manner, yet he discourages othets 


from performing it, for which Roſſet 
censures him ſeverely. p. iv. 


But J cannot forbear very much wor 
dering, why lie ſhould afterwards discou- 
rage others from attempting the like ope- 
ration. Does that good man envy man- 


kind the happineſs of the invention (al- 
though accidental and forced upon him) 
or is he afraid it will leflen his own and 
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« that it would be detrimental to him and 
c his Fraternity, or did he fear being expelled 
© their Society in an ignominious manner ? 
© Of what use would his discovery have 
© been to Poſterity, when he forbids us to 
practice it, even on the moſt promiſing 
Subjects; though he himself ſucceeded 
con an Infant worn out and half dead 
« with Pain, after all other methods had 
«been try d in vain. p- 28. 


Mir. Roſſetuss Book, de partu Cæſa- 
reo, (in which he proposes this new Me- 


thod of cutting for the ſtone) being ſo very 
excellent, and ſo very hard to be met with, 
thought I could not oblige the reader 

2 V more 
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collegiates gains ? or does he dread their 
branding him with ſome mark of infa- 
my, or their expelling him their fraterni- 
ty and company, as if he had disgrac d 
thereſtofhis brethren, by out- doing them? 
for what ſhall hereafrer prevent that ope- 
ration's being again ſucceſsful, which has 
already been experienced to have been ſo? 
and why ſhould not that operation be ſuc- 
ceſsful, where the patient has good ſtrength, 
which has been known to have been ſo, 
where the patient was a little infant, al- 
moſt dead, his Strength being worn out, 
having been miserably tormented, all o- 
ther methods being tried upon him be- 
fore to no purpose? .- a 


In my own account of this Operation, 
I have fairly ſer down every thing that! 
judged moſt material to be known, with- 
out the leaſt disguise or partiality to my 
ſelf, and that the Reader might ſee *r 
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Indice non opus eſt, noſtris nec vinaice libris. 


Mr. DoueLas. ' 


more, than by reprinting all that he ſays 
about it, in the ſame order it was wrote; 
that thereby every one may ſee, what an 
ineſtimable Jewel has lain neglected, for a- 
bove one hundred and thirty Years, in the 
duſt of Antiquity; and there it might ſtill 
have lain, had not I both improved, and 
ſuccesfully executed his Deſign, by which, 
we ought to be encourag d to ſearch more 
carefully (than hitherto we have done) in- 
to the relicts of those antient and divine 
Men, inſtead of contemning them, as the 
faſhion is among those, who know little, 
and have read nothing; and who knows 
what farther discoveries may be ſoon 
. 
Mr. Douglas farther adde, 1 
This excellent Author has certainly been 
very little read, or very ill underſtgo 
this method had not been ſo long a ſecret : 
Had I been fo lucky as to have met with 
that invaluable Book, before I had cut li- 
ving bodies, it would have ſaved me a vaſt 


: : deal 
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had been before done, and that I might 
not be ſuspected of arrogating to my {elf 
any part of this Operation, which was not 
my own invention (which Iconfess is very 
little) J have added to it a tranſlation of 
what had been writ upon the ſubject by 
ſeveral Authors, and though that of Roſſet 
may appear in ſome places not very intel- 
ligible, yet those who know the Author 
will find he has no injuſtice done him. p. ix. 


. 
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Mr. Doveras 
deal of 1 labour, and expence, in 


— he theory of my operation, it 
is ſo clearly and evidently demonſtrated, 
and accounted for, in that profound and 
OO. ‚ 


Mr. Douglas, has likewise given us all 
that Roſſet wrote, concerning the High 
Operation, in Roſſets on words in Latin, 

from p. 7j, to 120. „ 

In the ojections againſt this method, 
formerly answer d: The firſt is, That the 
Guts will burſt out at the Wound; the 
answer is, That the Inteſtines are kept from 
burſting out at the Wound by the Perito- 
næum, which is ſituated between the blad- 
der and the Bowels. „ „ 


But as the Peritonæum may happen to 
be wounded, Mr. Douglas gives us this 
proof, that ſuch a wound is not extremelß 
dangerous. In this patient (ſays he) 
(meaning the fourth he cut,) I made a 
ſmall wound in the peritonæum, through 
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From Page 37. of his Book, to p. 139. 
he has caused to be tranſlated all that 
Roſſet wrote concerning the high opera- 
tion, into Engliſh. 
In this Author particularly, (meaning 
Roſſet) every objection that might be raised 
againſt this way of cutting is fully answer- 
ed, except that of the Inteſtines being lia- 
ble to be let out of the abdomen, which 
indeed is terrible, but even that is not mor- 
tal, as J have ſhewn by the two cases in 
the a 
. | 
These two Cases (between which and 
the case in hand there is no manner of ana- 
logy) might have been express d in two 
lines, are pompouſly ſer forth with a par- 
cular title page, two Copper- plates, Cit 
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which I ſaw the Inteſtines present them- 
ſelves, but I puſh'd them back with my 
Fingers, and ſtitched the Skin, and we 
had no farther inconveniency from it; the 
Boy at this very time ſerves Dr. Stewart in 


— —- P. 59. 


The Patient is to be placed flat upon his 
back on the table, with a thick pillow un- 
der his head, then his wriſts and ancles arc 


to be faſten'd together with ſtraps. - 


The Operation conſiſts of three parts. 
Firſt, In filling the bladder, which is 
done thus; Pass the Catheter, Tab. 4. 
fig. 1. then draw out the Stillet, fig. 2. 
then fill the ſyring, fig. 7. with luke- Warm 


water, then fix it to the brass head of the 
flexible tube, fig. 4. with the key, fig. 8. 
then order your aſſiſtant to gripe the penis, 
ſo as the water may not regurgitate, then 


press che water leisurely into the bladder, 


dhe os pubis, that there is room enough 


— as = 
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other Ornaments; that they are extended 
from page 123, to 180, which, as it fi- 
niſhes his Book, ſo it finiſhes the whole 
ſhow, the Book, in that ſense, being all 
of a piece. 


The patient being laced upon 4 bed 
or quilt laid upon a Table, with his head 
on a pillow, his legs off the table, his 
thighs raiſed, and his back a little hollow, 
0 as to relax the abdominal muſcles; then 
we paſs a ligature looſely above each knee, 
and faſten it to the outſide of the table, 
the aſſiſtant on each fide holdifig his 
hands. And having paſted the catheter; 
another aſſiſtant graſping the penis cently 
with his hand, to prevent a reflux of the 
water; we inject as much warm barly 
water as will fill the bladder to its utmoſt 
natural diſtention, more being of little or 
no use to the operation; but very painful, 
il not dangerous, tc. the patient. Intoa 
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to make a ſufficlent inciſion into it, then 


withdraw the ſyring, and get the penis aſ- 


fiſtant to exttaet the catheret very gently, 


ſo as none of the water follows it, then let 
him turn the penis down towards the anus, 
which will hinder the water from ſpurting 
out, and also keep his hand out of the way. 
N. B. If the bladder is filled too full it 
gives great pain, relaxes its fibres ſo much, 
that they will with great difficulty, if ever, 
recover theit natural tone, and forcibly ſe- 
parates the peritonzum from the muscles 
of the abdomen, which may occaſion in- 


flammations, impoſthumations, 8e. 


Ik it is not filled enough, it will be im- 
poſſible to make a ſufficient inciſion into 
it, and consequently to extract the ſtone, 

without contuſing and lacerating the parts, 
as in the common operations. 


The medium between these two ex- 


creams mult be found our by the ſagaciry 
WD | wy | an Secondly, | 
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man full grown may be injected near 
twelve ounces, and into a boy nine years 
old, about eight ounces; allowance being 


made for the ſize of the ſtone, which be- 


ing difficult to do exactly, the proper 


quantity for every patient, may, I think, 


be more certainly known from the fwell- 
of the — 4 juſt above the os pu- 


. hs. if the i integuments are thin; by the 


Patients growing uneasy from che extenſi- 
on of the bladder; and from the reſiſtance 
Which the operator feels to the injection. 


And that we may the better judge with what 


quantity of water we diſtend the bladder, 


the urine ſhould be discharged, before the 


injection 1s made. And because an im- 
mediate connection of the Hringe and the 


catheter, without the intervention of a 
flexible tube, would make the catheter too 


liable to be e in the bladder, and 


give great uneaſineſs; I therefore join d 


ther by an oxes ureter ( vid. tab. 


them t 10 
VI. hs which effectually prevented, that in- 
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. Secondly, In making the wound, which 
is done thus; 


Take the fit 3 . 9. ok cut at 


% isure, and with a ſteady hand exactly in 


the middle, from near the upper part of 
the tumor of the bladder, or lower accord · 
ing to the computed bigneſs of the ſtone, 
down to the os pubis, a the inci- 
ſton till you have got ſo low, that you can 
di ſtinctly feel the 180 of the li = 
in the . with your fingers (which 
will happen before you are quite — 
the muscles) then wipe off the blood with 
the ſpunge wrung out of warm water, then 
take the ſecond knife, fie. to. and place 
i:s back in the middle of the os pubis, then 
run its point down towards the collum ve- 
ſicæ, until you get intq the cavity of the 
bladder (which is discover'd: by the iſſuing 
our of . water) then holding your knife 
in a perpendicular line, run it "along: very 


9 rickly towards the bon of 7 bladder, | 


as f lar as necellary, 


NB f 


n 
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convenience. But before we leave this part 


of the c_ I muſt recommend the: 


py the catheter deliberately, and gently, 


chooſing rather to ſeem leſs artful in doing 


it, than ſecretly to hurt the patient, for the 


reputation of doing it quick and dextrous- 


ly: and indeed I judge this no unneceſſary 
caution in every part of the operation. 


Ihe bladder being filled, and the ca- 


theter drawn out the aſſiſtant muſt conti- 
nue to hold the penis until the inciſion is 


made into the bladder; I think it may be 


| beſt held between the fore-fingers, or the 


fore-finger and thumb, the aſſiſtants 
hand being placed between the patients 
thighs, for in this manner the penis may 


be ſo held, that neither the skin of the ab- 
domen ſhall be any way extended, nor 


the aſſiſtants hand interrupt the operator. 


I be firſt inciſion may be made with a 
round 5 edged knife (v id. ; tab. VII. A.) 
through the skin, the membrana adipoa, 

between the musculi recti and pytamidales 
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N. B. If the wound in the bladder is" 
made too large, then you are in danger of 
penetrating into the cavity ef the abdomen. 

I it is made too mal, then you can- 
not extract the ſtone, hut with great diffi- 
culty, it being hardly poſſible to entlayge 
the wound afterwards with ſafery. 

The inciſion of the skin, andensforpan 
of the muscles, ought always to be larger 
than that of the bladder, which will very 
much facilitate the extraction of the ſtone. 

"Thirdly, in extracting the _ which. 
is done thus: 6 

The wound being made, pass ae * 
and widdle fingers of your left hand into 
the bladder, to examine the figure and 
bigness of the ſtone, then if ſmall, pass 
the fore and middle fingers of the right, 
into the anus, and raise it up towards "the 
wound, then you can eaſily catch hold of 
gers that are in the wound, 


and draw / ĩt out: but if it is large after ha- 


ving discovered its — mn your fingers, 


125 
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even to che bladder near the os pubis; for 
in that part it may be done ſafely, the 
bladder — not ne close to the 1 intcgn- 
ments: (vid. tab. V.) this firſt incision in 
a man may be about four inches long, one 
end of it extending almoſt to the skin of 
the penis. Then introducing a ſtreight 
edged knife (vid. tab. VII. B.) with the 
back lying upon the foremoſt, or middle 
finger of the left hand to direct it, che in- 
cision may be ſecurely finiſh'd upwards, 
and the bladder layed bare from the os 
pubis, near three inches long, Then 
paſling a crooked knife (vid. cab. VII. C.) 
into the bladder near the urachus, until 
the point is near the centre of the bladder, 
ſo that bringing it out it may cut under 
the os pubis; and immediately, while the 
water is flowing out, a finger ſhould be 
introduced into the bladder, with which 
the forceps, (which may be very thin) will 
be ditected to take hold of the ſtone, which, : 
if { large, ſhould. not be extracted | | 
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N. B. If che — in che bly Ider is” 
made too large, then you are in dangerof bY 


penetrating into the cavity of the abdomen. 
If it is wade too ſmall, then you can- 


not extract che ſtone, but wich great diffi- 


culty, it being hardly poſſible co — 
the wound afterwards with fafety. 
Theinciſftonof the skin, andenajorpair 


of the muscles, ought always to be larger 


than that of the bladder, which will very 
much facilitate the extraction of the ſtone. 

Thirdly, in extracting the . which 
is done thus 

The wound being made, pass che . 
and middle fingers .of your left hand into 
the bladder, to examine the figure and 
bigness of the ſtone, then if ſmall, pass 


the fore and middle fingers of the right, 


into the anus, and raise it up towards "the 
wound, then you can eaſily catch hold of 
gers that are in the wound, 

and draw i it out: but if it is large after ha- 


its figure by yu fingers, 
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eyen to the bladder near the os pubis; for 
in that part it may be done ſafely, the 
bladder there not lying close to the integu- 
ments: (vid. tab. V.) this firſt incision in 
a man may be about four inches long, one 
end of it extending almoſt to the skin of 
the penis. Then introducing a ſtreight 
| edged knife (vid. tab. VII. B.) with the 
back lying upon the foremoſt, or middle 
finger of the left hand to direct it, the in- 
cision may be ſecurely finiſh'd upwards, 
and the bladder layed bare from the os 
pubis, near three inches long. Then 
paſſing a crooked knife (vid. tab. VII. C.) 
into the bladder near the urachus, until 
the point is near the centre of the bladder, 
ſo that bringing it out it may cut under 
the os pubis; and immediately, while the 
water is flowing out, a finger ſhould be 
introduced into the bladder, with which 
e forceps, (which may be very thin) ail 
ch, 
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introduce the forceps, fig. 12. between 


them, into the bladder, then turn the 


ſtone into the forceps, with the ſmall end 


foremoſt, and take faſt hold of it, then 
draw out your fingers, and afterwards the 
ſtone, with leasure and caution, if it 


breaks, or there is more than one, take 


them out with your fingers as before. 


The ſtone being extracted, lay two or 
three pledgets of lint armed with ſome good 
digeſtive over the wound, and a bolſter of 


_ toW Over them ; then undo the ſtraps, and 
carry the patient to bed: then embrocate 


7 


all the abdomen, ſcrotum, and penis, 
with warm ol. chamomil. then turn a 
ſwath a little broader than the patients 
hand once round him, and pin it on the 
dreſſings juſt tight enough to keep them 
on, then order warm ſtupes to be laid very | 
frequently on his belly, wrung out of a 

ſtrong decoction of 1 chamo- 
mile, Oc. or out of equal parts of freſl 


urine and lime- water - 
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because that encreases the reſiſtance: the 
wound may be dreſſed with any digeſtive | 


medicine, upon which may be layed '4 
ſoft compreſs, kept on with an easy ban- 
dage. The digeſtive I used was this, 
ceræ flav. iv. ol. lini 3110 tereb. venet IÞj. 
The wounds for ſometime were fomented 
at each dreſſing, which was at firſt, evety 


ſix hours, except they were aſleep, and as 
g as the urine came through the 


long 
wounds, the parts about were conſtantly 


anointed, to preserve them from Fs 


excoriated by rhe urine, which happenec 
to my firſt patient, | 


_ Hiſtory of the ſuccess of this method, 
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If they are not inclinable to ſleep, ſoon 
after the operation, they muſt rake a gen- 
tle opiate, because nothing is ſo proper as 
—_—  -_- 8 

The ſame evening dress the wound, and 
embrocate the abdomen as before, then 
anoint the groins, ſcrotum, and penis, 
with unguent alb. or deſicativum rubr. to 
prevent their being ſcalded by the urine, 
then apply tne ſtupes as abve. 

The embrocation and ſtupes are to be 
continued till the wound is well digeſted, 
and the ointment, till the water comes all 
the right way. „„ 

The wound is to be dreſt three or four 
times a day; when its well digeſted, they 
ought always to lie on one ſide or the o- 
ther, which will very much haſten the 
cure. - | = 

All the urine flows through the wound 
until the wound of the bladder is cured, 
which is ſooner or later, according to the 
conſtitution of the patient. - 
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They ought not to be forc'd to go to 
ſtool, under ſix or ſeven days, unless ſome 
particular reason requires it, because ſtrain- 
ing to ſtool injures the wound. 

Hiſtory of the ſuccess of this method, 
from pag. 56 to 63. 5 


The parts cut, are the external tegu - 
ments, muscles of the abdomen, and body 
of the bladder. Vs. 

N. B. I ſhould have been more parti- 
cular in the description of these parts, did 
not my brother Dr, Douglas deſign ſpeed- 
ily to oblige the world with a full and cor- 
rect description, not only of the parts 
concerned in this, but also of those in all 
the other ways of cutting. p. 47. 


Inſtruments to be prepared before the 
. 3 | operation. 5 p- 48. 
1. The table which muſt be three or 
four inches lower at one end, than the o- 
ther. | OL. 
2. The ſtraps, which ought to be very 


you” 
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. Ofthe parts to be operated upon. 


The outer skin, the membrana * 
IJ and the linea 125 


4 Tab. VII. pag. 28. 
A, A, Part of the injecting ſrings 


wid holds ten ounces. 


B, The end of the ſyringe fired in into 


the pipe C. 


Co injefting pipe * v6] und 
2 D, D, D, 


—_—_—_— windive Wines, 


4 cup with oil. 
* catheter and Killer tab. 4. 68 8 


The i tube with its hh „fig. 
45 4 6. one of which is ſcrewed into the 
head of the catheter, and the other is {lip d 
upon the nose of the ſyringe. 

N. B. The tube is made of an Oxs 
ureter, and was firſt contrived by Mr. f 
Cheſelden. | 

6. The ſyringe, fie. 7 7. which ought 5 
to hold water enough to fill bladder at 
once, or twice at moſt. 

7. The catheter key, fig. 8. 

9. Aſpunge. 

10. The ſecond inciſion knife, fig 10. 

11. The new inſtrument, fig. 11, 

It is about the e thickneſs of a common 
case knife, has no edge but from x to x, 
which is as ſharp as a razor. 

Its other dimenſions are as in 4 figure, 
and are to be alter d as the case requites. 4; 

12, . Tha erke, tg. 12. 


* 


In 


Mr. Cues BL DB. 


D, D, D, An ones ureter tied at one 
end upon the injecting pipe, and at the 
other end upon the — 8 


E, The catheter. - 


bt Tab. VII. p. 29. 

The knives used in this operation. | 
A, Around edged knife to cut through 
the integuments. 
B, A ſtrait edged . to lay the blad- | 


| der hw as far as is convenient. 


C, The knife to cut the bladder. 


REMARK. 

Il muſt make one remark before I con- 
clude this Appendix, which my impariæ- 
liry will by-nomeans permit me to pass hy 
in ſilence, it being ttoughit by Mr. Che- 
ſelden's Friends arr r argument of che higlt⸗ 
eſt j tance; and tending” to e a 
mi oh dener Between ce — 
inciſion made use of by Mr. Douglas, and : 
ay made use of by Mr. Cheſelden. 


Mr. 
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REMARK. 


| _ Mr. Douglass way Mr.Chelelden's very 
of cuttting is up- differerit way of cut- 
wards, as In B to ting conſiſts, in ma- 
mm bing the very ſame 
ſtroke of inciſion, by 
cutting downwards, 
„m #ftomAtB: 
| ” 


* 


Quæritur, Whether it is to be call'd a 
mathematical and eſſential, or accidental 
difference, between two equal lines, when 
the nib of the pen drawing one line, be- 
gins at punctum B and ends at A, and 
the nib of the other pen drawing the other 
Line, begins at punctum A and ends at 
B> 5 


ER Since 


3 


„„ 


ce 


Laut contra, dicitque tibi, Tus pagina, fut es. 


REMARK 


Since both cut in the very ſanie place, 

and both make tlie very ſame wound, with 
the very ſame inſtrument, through the very 
ſame patts; and ſince the very ſame ter- 
tible . (vid. Mr. Cheſeldeti's pref: 


p. 9:) does happen in both ways; where 


then is the mighty improvement, ſo 
much boafted of by Mr: Cheſelden and 


his Friends? Where is the quite different 
way of cutting from Mr. Douglas s way 
they ſo warmly inſinuate, and ſo induſtri- 


ouſly propagate every where? Name me 


the difference who can? Et etis mihi 
magnus Apollo: 
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An page 121, Mr. Douglas gives us an 
account of a theſis, (the title of which is, 
uæſtio medica. Quodlibetaneis dispu- 
« tationibus mane diſcutienda in ſcholis 
© medicorum die jovis 13* Decembris 
©1635, M. Nic. Pietreo M. D. Modera- 
tore. Reponebat lutetiæ, Petrus le Mer- 
©cjer. An, ad extrahendum calculum, 
diſſecanda ad pubem veſica?) ſent to him 
in the following words. I had a copy of 
a moſt rare and antient theſis, lately ſent 
me from Paris, by that moſt excellent 
anatomiſt, Dr. Winſlow, one of the mem 
bers of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
which I don't Lake will be acceptable to 


the curious reader: (To whom according- — 


ly he presents it, in the latin, juſt as it 

came to his hands, and with this learned 

queſtion he concludes his treatise, giving 
a handsome recommendation of it in these 
words) This very Thesis is mention d in 
the fourth Century of Bartholine's Epiſtles, 
in a Letter from Guido Patin, dated at 
5 Paris, 


— — 
—— * 
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Ihe latin thesis presented to Mr. Dou- 
glas, is caus d to be tranſlated by Mr. 
Cheſelden, for the benefit of the curious 
Engliſh reader. He calls it, A Queſtion 
propos d to be disputed on, in the Phi- 
ſick Schools in Paris, on Thursday De- 
cember 13. 1723. by Peter le Mercier. 
« Whether or no in cutting for the Stone 
ce jn the Bladder the inciſion ſhould be 
c made at the pubes? From p. 140 to 


* . | . 7 
" * = 1 » 
5 ? * a 


- 15:5, eee, + 

| am glad I have at laſt found an end of 
the dull and tedious labour of collating, 
which was as tiresome to me in the writing, 
as it mult be disagreeably irksome to the 
friends of Mr. Cheſelden in the reading: 
I profess I don't love to make comparisons 
at any time, I know em generally odious, 
but more particularly ſo in this case, than 
in any I have met with for a long while: 
2 TT Hows 
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Paris, in the year 1662," < De ſecanda 
aq pubem veſica, theſin composuit in 
« {cholis noſtris olim agitatam, vir max 
ce imus ac inſignis doctrinæ, Mag. N ICO»-: 
ce laus Pietreus, quam veluti vitiosam & 
cc multis nævis ac erroribus anatomicis re- 
** fetram graviter improbabat, Jo. Riola- 


Whence it is evident, that it's no new 
thing for ſome ſort of people vigorouſly and 
zealouſly to oppose all innovations in ſur... 
gery, as well as in ---—- though never fo 
much more rational and advantageous ta 
mankind. 5 „ 
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However, Mr. Cheſelden has no body to 
made the comparison neceſſary for the 
juſtification of Mr. Douglas, he muſt like- 
wise bear the neceſſary consequence of the 
Comparison as well as he can, although 
it ſhould prove a rigid kind of pennante, 
that will fill his heart with confuſion, and 
cover his face with the guilty bluſhes of a 
plagiary, according to the motto out of 
martial, which is as juſtly placed here at 
che end, as it is at the top of the Page. 


Dicitque tibi, tua pagina, fur es. 


SU PPL EM ENT 


LETTER. 


9 HERE is one thing omitted in 
2 Re my. letter, which having ſince 
8 3 I have inſerted here: 


v1 > 
aw _ ROME, 


n 


I remark d, that Mr. Douglas and Mr. a 
—.— have both of them aſſum d too 
much freedom, in telling the world what 
ought to be prescrib'd their patients, by 

way yof preparative for the operation, which 
is treading a little too close upon the heel 
of the Phyſician : and ſince J have already 
= censured Mr. Cheſelden fo frequently and 
.-' ſo juſtly, I might well be thought partial, 
1 if, where Mr. Douglas is equally in the” 


wrong, I. ſhould: not reprehend him as 
705 
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he led Mr. Cheſclden — in 95 cases, 
in this, he muſt own, he has remarkably 
miſled him, not only in thinking, bur in 

expreſſing what he thinks. JE 

Mr. Douglas ſays, the patients are to 
be blooded, purged, &c. as their conſti- 

rations will bear, or their case may require, 
and muſt always take achſter the ge be- 
fore. vid. P , 

Mr. Cheſelden lays, 1 we 90 „ 
this operation, it ſeems neceſſary that tlie 
inteſtines ſhould be emptied, to prevent 
their preſſing upon the bladder, for this 
very reason, IO RD ER my patients a 
lender diet for about two days, and clyſters 
before the operation. p. 6. 

As it is neither of their profeſſions to 
prescribe, being operators only, it would 
ſeem presumption in them, to offer dire- 
ctions that way, where able Phyſicians 
(whose province it is) are at hand to be 
consulted: In the Country, indeed, where 
proper advice is not ſo eaſily had, their ex- 
N may be allow d in ſome habits of 
n =: | body, 
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body, to declare whats convenient; but 
here, where its otherwise, 
NDee ſutor ultra crepidam. 

This is no new ſemitnent of mine, it 
was long ſince observ d, before any of us 
lv d; 2 Hildan, in his Lithotomy (ch. 
9. p. 69.) lays, When a Surgeon is call d 
© to undertake the cutting for the ſtone, 
© (for it does not become an honeſt man to 
thruſt himself upon this, or the like difh- 
cult work, like a Mountebank) he ſhall 
not then immediately apply his knife to his 
patient, and deal with him, as a butch- 
* er doth with his beaſt, tie him to a form; 
© no, ſurely, another course muſt be ta- 
ken; for if thou wouldeſt perform the | 
e work regularly, and have a clear consci- 
c ence __— God, the body of the patient 
js to be prepared by a 3 diet, pur- 
_ ging, bleeding, . be Ote- the Opera- 
tion. | | 
And here again, every artiſt muſt have 
an especial care, to consult with ſome | 
« skilful. Phyſician, who can discover the 
nature of his patient, and conſtitution of 
his viscera. Eo 
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1. confi it is a moſt difficult 400 
2 Monficur Duverney to hit always 


C aright, because nature herself ſo often va- 
© ries her method; and operates by ways ſo 
*conceal'd, and ſo little underſtood, that 


© ſhe overthrows by accidents. which 


We expect not, and are ignorant of, the 


© whole conomy of our operations. 


It is not ſufficient that you are able to 


© perform an operation, but you mult also 


obe acquainted with the ſubject you are to 
perform it on, by which, I mean, the 
dispoſition and temperament of the 


patient. 
_— Thedispoſition of the patient, regards 


the regimen of living, the inclination, 
 < ape; ſeason, habit, and ſtrength; for 


O 


© if a patient follows an ill regimen, if 


he is emaciated, weak, of an age that 
permits not the operation; or af he 
hath greater Inclination to chi things 
which are hurtful to him, than to tbe 
that are ſerviceable, the Surgeon ought 
to ſuspend his Judgment, and not to 
run any risque. „„ $42 
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Celſus. 
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IIf the ſtone is of ſo large a fize that 


„ 


you cannot extract it, you muſt leave 
the patient to his repose, leaſt he ſhould 


die under your hands: He fays, a friend 


© of his having cut a man in Italy, found 
© a ſtone of ſuch a prodigious ſize, that 
© he wasoblig'd to leave it in the bladder; 
* that he dy'd {ix hours after; and the 
© ſtone taken out of his bladder weigh'd 
© one pound and a half, of the figure of a 
5 torto1sC. | | 

© That incancerous dispoſitions, if re- 


medies be not adapted with the greateſt 


circumspection, we do but irritate them, 
* whereby it becomes more furious in its 
© ravages. EE | 
The extraction of every ſtone is not to 
be attempted, nor are all ſick Perſons af- 
flicted with the ſtone, fir ro be cut, ſays 
Hildan. : 
© Desperati non {ſunt attingendi, ſays 


Alghiſi, Accademician profeſſor of ur- 
gery, and firſt Surgeon in the hoſpital of | 
Sancta Maria Novella, at Florence, in 


his 


in 
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his Lichotomy, printed there 1707, in 
_ folio, ſays, 


That it is not ſufficient the Lithoto- 
miſt has found out the ſtone in the 
bladder, and fo, without any further 
conſideration, to come immediately to 
the operation: Ir behoves him to conſi- 
der the circumſtances; as, whether with 


the ſtone there be a wound, or any o- 


ther in ward diſeaſe. Let him call for 
the aſſiſtance of an experienc d Phyſici- 
an, in order to prepare his Body, that 
it may be duly fitted for the operation; 
for ſome bodies are vigorous, and of a 
hot and fiery dispoſition, which are 
often in danger of being inflam'd, with- 
out great caution and preparation us'd, 
even a long time before the operation. 


. © Belidesblecding, as occaſion requires, 


ſuch patients muſt have eaſie and gentle 
evacuants, for these will be found to 
anſwer the intention much better than 


brisker purgatives, which irritate, and 


apparently impair ſtrength. Wine is apt 
to inflame, ſo not proper. 


yu} | 
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© A regular and exact diet is to be ob- 
© ſerv'd, ſimple and nouriſhing food, in 
order to invigorate the Patient. 

Other bodies are leſs vigorous, and of 
a teryperament more cool than the for- 
mer; in theſe, certainly there is more ne- 
ceſſity of preſerving the ſtrength they have, 
than in thoſe of a warmer make; which, 
by reason of their much vigour, are ſub- 
ject to many ſtrange accidents. 

* Now it may very frequently come to 

pass, that the patient may die ſooner by 
those accidents which accompany, or 
* follow the operation, than he woulddo, 
if he carry d the ſtone in his bladder. 

It is ther 3 a matter of very great im- 
portance for a Lithotomiſt, to be of great 
courage, but yet not raſh and ſelf ſufficient, 
in undertaking g operat ons of ſo difficult a 
nature, even in cases, where he has tolera- 
ble hopes of ſuccess, because there are ſo 

many unhappy casualcics, and ſo uur 
_ unforescen accidents that may intervene. 

How frequently have the leaſt and tri- 
vial ails, the _ inſignificant wounds, 
even the ſcratch of a Pin, or pricking ofa _ 


ncedle, 
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' needle, when they have befallen persons 
during a very vicious habit of body, re- 


quir d all the skill of the Phyſician's Head, 


and all the dexterity of the Surgeon sHand, 
to work the accompliſhment of their cure? 


The very ſame ill char in one Conſtitu- 
tion, might be very eaſily remedied by a 


very indifferent pretender, ſhall, in ano- 


ther Conſtitution, put the molt judicious 
Phyſician to his wits end, and notwith- 
ſtanding all his ingenuity, learning, and 
experience, make him own himself puzl'd, 
and doubtful what course to take. 
Innumerable are the inſtances of mi- 


ſtakes, committed by raſh and ſelf. ſuffi- 


cient Surgeons, for want of a due regard 
to the habit of body. I could fill a volume 


with examples of fatal and irretrievable 


ones, which I have obſerv'd during twen- 


ty ſix years practice; but as the narrow 


bounds of this undertaking, won't permit 
many, I ſhall beg only to inſtance in one 


or two. 8 
Let it then ſuffice to mention, that I 


was once ſent for, to ſee a luſty person, who 


by ſome accident, met with a ſlight rub, 
_  _ | thax 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
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that only rasd a piece of the skin from 
his leg: An officious Surgeon, it ſeems, 
had been with him; ignorant of the 
conſtitution of the patient he had to deal 
with, fell to work, without chinking on 
any preparation. The patients body was 
ſoon inflam d; an Erisepylas ſuddenly ſuc- 
ceeded, ane a Gangrene, and he who 
was a fat jolly man, in all appearance, 
within the ſpace of forty eight hours, be: 
come a Corps. 

In the year 1705, an eminent Surgeon 
of my acquaintance, had but a whitlow 
on his finger, which ſeem'd at firſt an 
inſignificant trifle; it ſoon alter d its face, 
and look d in fo threatning a manner, that 
it occaſioned a consultation of Surgeons; 
according to the advice of the reſt, one 
of them cut it. The malignity ſo ſpread 
ona ſudden, that if they had nothad recourse 
ro an immediate amputation of one joint 
of his finger, the further loſs of his hand, or 
even, his whole arm, could not have poſſi 1 
bly been avoided. Well, the firlt joint of 
che finger was lop'd away; why, not even 
mM chen, could all che * * were able 


10 
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to apply to the remaining ſtump, be of 


any efficacy or force. Thepartsall around 


look d black and livid, and threatned a 


ſphacelus; vain and fruitless was all their 
skill, although (to do them juſtice) they 
exerted it all in their way; nothing was 
able to eradicate this ſtubborn enemy, till 


the Surgeon applied to the Phyſician, to 


join his forces. The firſt thing we did, 


was, to correct the whole mass of blood, 


and then indeed, but not till then, 


Surgery took place, and began to conquer 


the ill: However, tho join d, we pro- 


ceeded very ſlowly on, for a long time, 
before we became entire maſters of it. 


Strong decoctions of the woods, ſarsa, &c. 


with a milk diet, were all we could allow 
him for five weeks, with a bolus of calo- 
mel, till he began to fpir, and that, ar 
moſt, was but gently; for he was reduced 


to the utmoſt extremity, and was given 


over by those who preceeded me. Two 
full months paſſed, before any ſenſible 
check, or turn, was given: during all 
which time, ſeveral angry red tumours, 
about the breadth of a ſixpence, appear d, 

e- 


— 
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berween the extremity of the amputated 


finger, and the top of his ſhoulder, which 


in two or three days, turn'd black, and 


the eſchars that fell off, after three days 


dreſſings, were as thick as any I ever ſaw 
made by the ſtrongeſt cauſticks. No 
| ſooner was the habit of body mended, bur 


they disappear'd, and the finger mended 


apace, fo that in about three months, he 


perfectly recover d. 


It is my opinion, that if this person had 
been cut for the ſtone, in the ſtate he was 


in when the joint was extirpated, no man 


could have ſav'd his Life; and though he 


found fo light a wound grow to ſuch a dan- 


gerous height under the Surgeons hand, 
while his body remain d unprepar d; it is 


likewise my opinion, that in as bad a ſtate 


as he was, he might have been ſo prepar'd 


in a little time, as to have fitted him (if 


need had been) to undergo the ſevere ope- 
ration of cuttin 
any extraordinary dan 


g for the ſtone, Without 
ger, unless further 
miſtakes of the operator, ſhould have 


brought on farther mischiefs. 


How 
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| How many woundsin those cut for the 
ſtone, (during the ſeasons of cutting in the 
Hotel dieu, and Hotel de la Charite, in 
Paris, which I carefully attended two years 
together) have I ſeen turn fiſtulous ulcers # 
2 "Miſtakes caſily happen, but the mis- 
chiefs occaſion d by em, after they once 
have happen d, are ſeldom caſie, and {08 
times impoſſible to be retriev d. 
As courage is requiſite in a Surgeon, and 
fear to be avoided, ſo caution is requiſite; 
and raſhness a vice in the other extreme. 
A confidence of skill has commirted 
more errors, than a ſense of weakness, that 
naturally provideth caution. 
It is undeniably evident, that the Sci- 
ence and practice of Phyſick, is one of the 
molt extenſive, moſt nice, and difficult 
undertakings in the world : A day 
would ſcarce ſuffice to enumerate the vari- 
ous ſubtilities that are to be observ'd in the 
curing of this or that ſingle disease, ſays 
Sydenham, the conſideration of ber 
properly belongs to the n, | 
O Is 


N Quid dicam de « drin medici peritig irren in pf iccndo, 
aum e & mortem & falutero, & tempora & qualititemy adeo nor of 
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Is it not then a lamentable thing, that 
what Hildan ſays ſhould be true, where he 
affirms, © That many are fo raſh, that 

they ſtick not to cut men's bodies, as 
Carpenters do their wood, and tho' they | 
ſee no hope of preserving the patient, by 
Lithotomy, nevertheless they care not, 
they take his money, and deceive the 
world, chat is fearleſly, and without ad- 
vice of the skilful, they make inciſion 
on his body, a thing not to be allow'd; 
for where there is no hope of recovery by 
Lithotomy, the thread of life is not to 
be cut off raſhly; nor can it excuſe em, 
tho they pretend, it was the patients 
E delire, that he entreated em to do it, 
© that he had rather die, than live longer 
in ſuch misery and Torment. 5 
Let Surgeons therefore conſider; that 
== cho they are never ſo dextrous at open- 
| ing veins and arterics, Qr pzriorming any 
3 | * 5 other 
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ut nullus vates, nulla deyrum reſponſa mereantur illis conferri? Non 
fine multis verbis, non fine magnis ſtudijs non abſque ingenij 
excelentia, ac memoriæ tenacitate, denique non tine maximis ani- 
mi & corporis »{tubus, ad gloriam ascendere poteſt medicus aut fi- 
dem {um optinere. V 
Y „ Er Mieron. Cardani Medicine Enconch. 
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other chirurgical operations: Yet, unleſs 
great experience has enabled their heads 

to direct their hands, they may do hurt, 
inſtead of doing good. It is an caſie thing 
to open a vein, but not ſo eaſie to know 
when it is proper, and when and how far 
the conſtitution requires it. ERS: 
As art is a habit, whose object is ſome- 
thing to be done, ſo ſcience is a habit, 
whose object is ſomething to be known. 
Surgeons are the operators of what Phyſi- 
cians are judges; juſt as the hand acts what 
the head dictates. The ſcience of the 
Phyſician is abſolute and primitive, the 


practice of the Surgeon, dependent and 


derivative. 

Let them not then confound the no- 
tions of Science, with those of Art: Let 
them keep to their own profeſſion; it will 
require enough of their time to discharge 
their duty as they ought, without medling 
with the ſcience, which is to be left to the 


judgment of the Phyſician, whose whole 


life is ſhort enough to form that judgment 
rightly, when he has ſpent it for that end, in 
laborious ſtudy, and continual Application. 


